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had been accepted by the Lord of lords, the priests vied
with each other in trying to obtain the authority of raising
and educating her.   Zakria, however, said: 'I have the
best right to take charge of her, because her sister is in
my house.'   The priests, however, rejoined, saying: ' Con-
sanguinity is not a reason for preference in the tutorship of
a minor/   At last they agreed to draw lots, wrote their
names upon the pens with which the Mosaic Law had been
written, collected them all, covered them with a cloth, and
decided that a small child should take out one of the pens,
and that he whose name occurred thereon should become
the protector of Mariam.    One of the Muharrar children
did so, and drew out the name of Zakria.    The priests,
however, still refused to comply, and said: c Let us throw
our pens into a running water, and the individual whose
pen shall sink to the bottom shall become the guardian of
Mariam.'   When the pens were thrown into the water, that
of Zakria sank, whilst all the others were borne away by the
water.   Then they said: ' Let us again throw the pens into-
the water, and the owner of the pen which the water will
not carry off shall become the tutor of Mariam/   Also thi&
was done, but the pen of Zakria did not swim away.    He
whose words be glorified has said: 'And I was not with
them when they were throwing their pens, which of them
should maintain Mariam.'     After the priests had thus
drawn lots, they yielded at last to  the decree of fate,
whereon Zakria sent Mariam to her sister Ashbaa' into his
own house to be instructed in piety, adoration, and service
in the mosque.   Zakria had prepared a closet in the mosque
to be a lodging for Mariam, and this chamber was nicely
adorned.   When his lordship the prophet left the mosque
he locked the door of the closet.   On several occasions
when Zakria paid visits to Mariam he perceived various
summer and winter fruits near her which were out of
season, wherefore he asked her: ' 0 Mariam, whence hast
thou this?'   She answered: 'This is from Allah, because
Allah provideth for whom He pleaseth without measure.'157
157 Qur^n, ch. iii. 32.